It's Not Just the Words

From the Director

o> Dear AISB Community,

Literacy month is in full swing
now at AISB. The Poetry
Slam, held this Monday, had
all the students excited to
grab the OmicO and recite their
g & e favorite poem, some a penned
original. Students in the Elementary school are
continuing to enjoy guest readers visiting their
classrooms. Also, as you walk around the main
campus you can see students have decorated
their doors with covers from their favorite books.
Finally, | was impressed with the words students
were spelling last week at AISBOs fourth annual
OSpelling Beel.

This Friday, literacy month activities reach a cres-
cendo with DEAR (Drop Everything And Read) and
our Continuous Reading Chair. Students, parents,
faculty and staff will keep the chair occupied the

whole day with a reader. And what a better way
to read than in your pajamas! Students will come
to school in their pajamas as they snuggle up to
read their favorite books.

Elementary students are also encouraged to get
their reading passports filled by next week. To
reach the reading goal, students need to read ten
different genres of books. Ask your child how you
can help them fill their reading passport. Finally,

the month finishes up with the annual OFavorite

Character ParadeO at 7:45am on April 1.

Whether or not it is literacy month, we encourage
all families to read with their children daily.

Sincerely,

David G. Henry,
Director

Shakespeare's
The Taming of the Shrew

Friday March 30 at 7pm,
Multi-Purpose Room
Entrance and 1 drink free

High School Student Council Bake Sale
Fundraiser

after the show

New Start Date for
2010 - 11 School Year

AUGUST 24, 2010




Recent Board News

The AISB Board of Trustees met last night,
March 23, for their regular board meeting.
Highlights of the meeting are as follows:

2010-11 Modified Block Schedule for
Secondary with the School Day Length-
ened by 10 Minutes with Shortened Fri-
days

The school board unanimously approved a 5-
period day for the Secondary School with middle
school students taking 8 classes and high school
students typically taking 7 classes with 1 study
hall each semester. This would give 24 meeting
times per week plus teacher meeting time on
Fridays. The regular school day was lengthened
by 10 minutes with Elementary dismissal at
2:25pm and secondary at 2:30pm. However, Fri-
days will be a shortened day with dismissal at
1:30pm. The 60 minutes gained on Fridays for
faculty will be used for the upcoming re-
accreditation meetings, plus additional curricu-
lum and faculty meetings.

Revised 2010-11 School Calendar Ap-
proved, 1st Day - August 24th

The school board approved a revised 2010-11
School Calendar. The start date will be August 24,
2010 and Winter Break will be three weeks in an-
ticipation of the move to the new campus during

this time.

Approval of OPIC Loan Reaffirmed

The school board unanimously reaffirmed its Feb-
ruary 24, 2009 approval of financing for the So-
tuba school construction project with the approval
the long-term OPIC financing of $6,800,000.

AISB School Board Elections in May,
Consider Serving

The AISB Board is made up of seven voting
members, four Americans and three non-
Americans. Board elections will take place
on during the General Association Meeting
this May. Many board members will be moving
from Mali this year and there will at least three

seats. Please contact Omar Saibou or David
Henry if you are interested in serving your

school. Please consider serving your community.

Next Regular Board Meeting April 22

The next regular board meeting will be held on
April 22, at 7pm in the school library. All regular
board meetings are open to association members.

Upcoming Events

Mar. 26 Pajama Day/DEARDay
(Drop Everything and Read)
Mar. 30 Elementary Movie Night
Mar. 30 Theater Production, OTaming of
the ShrewO, 7pm MPR
Apr. 1 Favorite Book Character
Parade, 7:45am
Apr. 1 End of 3rd Quarter,
Early Dismissal
Apr. 2-11 Spring Break, No School
Apr. 12 School Resumes,
4th Quarter Begins
Apr. 16 Parent Teacher Conferences,
No Classes
&
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Gel Electrophoresis, by Leota Haynes

Gel electrophoresis...a big name for an interesting laboratory experience. Gel electrophoresis is used
for making DNA fingerprints. Six students from Chiwara School in Kati joined AISBOs eleventh grade
Biology class for two days of lab work using new technology for AISB. With our students working in
French, two seventh graders, two eighth graders and two ninth graders were introduced to the basic
structure of DNA molecules and genes. Then the paired students went to work, pouring their gels,
loading the wells, and waiting for the electricity to do its magic. Everyone was successful in identify -
ing the unknowns in their samples.

We thank Scotty and Yak, Peace Corps volunteers in Kati, for bringing their students and helping us
do successful lab work.




Snake Guy'’ visits the ELC, by Melanie Sanogo

On Wednesday Feb 24th 2010, the ELC got an exciting visitor, or | should say, A BUNCH of exciting visitors!
The OSnake GuyO also known as Jean-Michel, came to play with us on the ELC playground along with about 20
of his reptile friends. The Kinders, who had just begun their study of Plants and Animals, were dazzled to see
what OreptilesO look like up close and personal. The PK30s and P40s, who had been coming up on the letter O¢
got the opportunity to study SNAKES - OSO. Jean-Michel brought us lizards, turtles, snakes and a crocodile.

The students got to touch nearly every animal he brought
out and many students got to wear snakes as necklaces
or a picture. The kids were
ascinated to see the snakes
lither all over the play-
ground and dig in the sand.
or a grand finale he
prought out a GIANT shake
hat the children got to
ouch OTwo by TwoO. It was

ay too large for the chil-
dren to hold but they all got
0 pet him and take a photo
ith the largest snake. We
got quite a treat for the end of February.

or March, which is Literacy month, we have been
OBLOOMING WITH BOOKSO and decorating a tree
he side of the ELC build- in

ith paint every Friday at
Assembly. For every book
he children read at home
hey get to put a leaf, a
lower or an insect on our
ree. The students enjoy
painting (YES! right on
he wall!) and itOs a gre

ncentive to read many
books during the month
of March. Come and check out our wall at the end of
March, we hope to have quite a beautiful, full tree!
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Calling All Writers in the Secondary School!

There are two opportunities coming up for students to polish up their plumes and have their creative
efforts recognized.

The first is an essay-writing contest sponsored by Clements International in which expatriate students
aged 12-18 may compete with other students in their age categories (12-15 and 16-18) for a scholarship of
up to $3000. The topic is *"Where would you go in your flying house?” Writers must be students who
have resided abroad for a minimum of two years. Entries are due by May 13, 2010, and the winners will be
announced on September 13, 2010. For more information, see the website: www.expatyouthscholarship.com.

The second is an opportunity for students in grades 9-12 to be published in our first annual Literary
Magazine. Students may enter any piece of creative work they have done this year, in English or French, in
class or on their own. This includes short stories and poems, as well as photos of drawings or paintings done
in art class or on their own. Submissions for the literary magazine will be due on April 20th. Works will be
selected by Ms. Pascucci, Mr. Yattara, and the students on the editorial board of the magazine. Parents can
look forward to reading this compilation right before we leave for summer vacation.

A vos plumes!


http://www.expatyouthscholarship.com
http://www.expatyouthscholarship.com

