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Teacher Appreciation W eek n nex wee

2008-09 School BodrSet

From the Dir ector This year we have even included a traditional
_ Science Fair Several theater and music
DearAlSB Community productions were enjoyed by all, as wellPgsil®

It seems like only yesterday ’I&lftgracy '\;(Lntg g‘e C\‘j"t'ng author prograrln, fand
that the 2007-08 school year rica and U.N. Day We even_sent several of our
teachers to share their expertise at our satellite

started and now we are only i ) ,
school in SadiolaThe list goes on and on.

four weeks away from

ending the yearCould it be All this has happened while being successfully
that all of the activities of accredited for our complete high school program
this year have made the year fly by? includingAISBG@ firstAdvanced Placement

courses. Our full K-12 accreditation has been
extended until May 1, 2Q1as a result of the
positive accreditation report and our future new
campus plans.

This yeaf faculty and st&have done a
tremendous job of enhancidgSBG full

educational program. It is not easy being a school
of our size and trying to have the same quantity
and quality of in-class and out-of-class activities as  Next week isSTeacheAppreciationWeek. | think
the lager international schoolslhe additions to we have a lot to appreciate herédB. Thank
this yeaf8 program and activities have been due in  you teachers.

large part to the multi-talented faculty and Etaé
have aAISB.

Activity-wise, we have participated in théest
African International Schoolactivities League
(WAISAL) track and field meet in Ouagadougou
and the high school basketball tournamemcora
and traveled to Princeton Universiyodel

United Nations Conference. Locallye are now
visiting two different orphanages each week in our
community service program and our Middle
Schoolers made several visits to a middle school
for deaf mute childreniVe have taken overnight
educational field trips in Mali fromt4grade on up.
Pre-K, while focusing on OPO, visited the
Presidential Palace, while our Secondary girls and
boys teams played in a local Malian soccer league. ‘al'a*al'*

Sincerely

David G. Henry
Director

Attend the Final
Parent -T eacher
Or ganization Meeting

This Saturday, the PTO will be
reviewing accomplishments and
looking forward to next year. See
you at 10:30am in the Library.
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BOARD NEWS

AISB  School Board Elections and
General Association Meeting Notes

The General Association Meeting, attended
by parent and faculty members of the AISB
Association, was held this past Tuesday. The
May Association meeting is the time new
Board members are elected (or re-elected)
for. The 2008-09 school board will have one
new member next year, Omar Saibou, with
Steve Lutterbeck, Nico Barning and Rob van
Doeselaar being elected to continue their
service. The community expressed their
thanks to Betsy Wagonhauser who stepped
down after three years of service and the
U.S. Ambassadoi® Representative, Stephanie
Syptak, after two years of service.

Several presentations were given at the
meeting. The Director® report summarized
this past year® accomplishments and took a
look forward to some of next year® priorities.
A summary of the Parent® Survey put things
in perspective, the year® progress on the
new school project was relayed and both the
5-year Long Term Financial Plan and the
2007-08 budget were reviewed. Curriculum
development advancements made this past
year and expected progress through next
year were outlined by Ms. Jan Derpak.
Finally, the meeting ended some social time
with ample food and drinks.

Regular Board Meeting,  Tuesday,
May 13, 7pm, Library

AISB Association members are welcome to

attend next week® Regular Board Meeting.

Upcoming Events

May 10 PTO General Meeting
- 10:30am Library

May 13 Regular Board mtg - 7pm

May 15 Science Fair N 6 - 7pm
Opento Public

May 23 Africa Day Celebmation &
Annual Art Show

May 26 Africa Day Holiday b

Monday No School

May 30 Poetry Recital - 6th grade
12:15pm

May 31 (Sat.) Tree Planting - Sotuba

June 6 Last Day of School N

Summer Holidays

Class Pizza Party Winners

The Elementary and Secondary classes
with the highest percentage of parents
attending the last Tuesday night® General
Association Meeting were the 4th grade
and 7th grade classes. Congratulations
and Bon Appetit!

Board Training, May 17-18

The AISB School Board members will
conduct their annual training session on
May 17-18™. The training will focus on
the role of school board members in
addition to helping them define guiding
organizational objectives for next year.

Science F air at AISB , by Gary Holsten

The week of May 12 we are ending a month long@t in our Elementary and Middle School Science
classes with a classic celebration.

OnWednesday an@ihursday there will be a display of student experiments and investigations in the
Multipurpose Room (MPR)Ihis is the same type Science Fair that you might have been a part of when y
were in Elementary School. Judging will occur in the early evenilgedhesday the 1%

The Projects will be on display to the public (families)Tdnmrsday night from 6:00 until 7:00. Students will
be standing by their projects to answer any questions that you might have about their investigation.

On Friday morning, the High School students will use the MPR to test vehicles they have created that us
mousetrap as a source of ener N Please come an enjoy théoets and insights for our children.
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W hy Be An Accredited School? by Jan Der pak, Principal

Many people recognize the importance of having a set of standards by which to measure performance. A school
isno different. In order to understand our strengths and shortcomings, we need a process by which to examine
ourselves against aset of standards. We respect and believe there are truths to describe a @jood school.O In our
case, we are accredited Dgiven asymbolic Geal of approva OPby Middle States Association of Schools and
Calleges, in the United States. We achieved our full accreditation status for PreK D12 last week, valid until 2011.

Accreditation is not an infinite Geal,Ohowever. Schools evolve and develop, and most importantly, they
improve. At AISB we have undergone significant changes and improvements this year. We will document this
in our re-accreditation process.

Thefirst step in our whole-school re-accreditation is ayear-long
self-study conducted by committees examining all areas of the
schoal. Thiswill take placein 2009 B10. This self-study is
accompanied by surveys of the community. Many reports are
prepared, giving details of what is happening, what is going well,
and what needs improvement. After these reports and survey
results are gathered, avisiting team of professionals comesto the
schoal to validate and investigate what we say about ourselves, to
make arecommendation for our accreditation status to the MSA
Board and suggest areas for further improvement.

Why be accredited? First of al, it meanswe wish to hold
ourselves accountable. We are professiona and dedicated, and
want to be recognized as such. And second, it showsthat we
provide aquality education for our students. When they move on
from here to other accredited schools and to universities
worldwide, they will be accepted with the status we give them, as
competent students and qualified high school graduates. Itisa
status we would not wish to be without.

Adama was caught reading.

—— A Belated Earth Day Celebration! ——

The Elementary Student Council, the PTO and AISB have gone into partnership on an activity that
looks like it is going to become an annual event BEarth Day, Tree and Community Improvements.

Last year, the PTO used Earth Day as a vehicle to launch a playground improvement project that
included planting of trees around the grounds. Students were also able to buy trees as gifts for their
friends and family Bthese trees were called Griendship TreesO

Tree planting activities are being encouraged in all parts of the world and are frequently included as
part of Earth Day School Programs. Reforestation is particularly important in a country like Mali where
so much charcoal is used for home heating and cooking. We have to put the trees back into the
ground to keep the forests alive.

This year the Elementary Student Council will continue the practice of taking orders for Friendship
Trees Dit really makes people feel good. Additionally, we will also start a nursery of shade, fruit and
flowering trees at the new campus. If we start now, when construction is completed, the landscapers
will have some mature trees to work with, to make the campus more comfortable and attractive.

Starting the week of May 19th students will be coming home with order forms for both activities.
Money and orders will be handled and coordinated by the Student Council. On Friday, May 30th the
(rriendship TreesOwill be given to those people that have ordered them.

The most exciting activity of all will come on Saturday, May 31st. In the morning we will head out to the
Sotuba Campus and create a future forest of color, shade and good tastes. The school buses will be
running to get people there and back, the PTO will have a grill going, and drinks and burgers are on us.
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PTO Corner N Gener al Meeting on May 10th, 10:30a  m in the Libr ary

As the school year comesto an end, | would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the AISB
families for their generous contributions to our activities and fundraisers this school year. This is the
PTO®second year running and we are thrilled with all the support we have received from you! Below
are some of the many exciting events the PTO funded throughout this past 2007-08 school year:

* Halloween Carnival * 30th Anniversary International Festival

Fundraiser!! (We raised $4800.00)
* New swings for the elementary playground

swing set * Book Swap for the AISB adults

Wine and Cheesefor Baba Wague Diakite * Scholastic Book Fair 2007
along with a thank-you gift

* Africa Day
K New PEuniforms
* Earth Day
* Support to the Secondary School Social
Committee * Teacher Appreciation Week and Party

* Support to the Model United Nations Club * $1000.00 cash gift to the Secondary
for their trip to the US School for grounds improvement!

Thank you again. We look forward to an even more expanded calendar of events in the coming year.
N Have a fantastic summer & we® see you next year!!
Kymberly Tiffany, PTO President

April - What a Busy Yet Literate Month, by Rachel str ozeski

AISBOs elementary school celebrated Literacy Month with many pursuits and new events.

Numer ous activities fr om last year made ar eappearance. During our  Writing Fun Week we had
our 2" Annual Spelling Bee. Congratulations to our spelling bee winners - Malena Ramnath for

grades K B 2 and Marty Sana for grades 3 B 5. Many classr ooms had guestr eaders thr oughout the
month. Our guestr eaders shar ed stories and poems in English, Spanish and Fr ench.

To celebrate Reading Fun Week and Reading Challenge Week we had our D.E.A.R/Pajama Day
wher e many students, and even teachers, dr  essed in pjOs. On this same day we had a continuous
reading chair wher e someone was continuously r eading fr om 7:15 to 2:15. Thanks to all students,
par ents and teachers who helped make this happen.

The Scholastic Book Fair was another big success. Thank you to Mrs. Dalton for or dering so many
great titles for the whole school. Finally, we ended our Literacy Month with a Favorite Book

Character Parade. Pippi Longstocking, Emily Elizabeth fr om Clifford , Miss Bindergarten and Harry
Potter, among many others, made an appearance that day.

This year, our par ents wer e mor e involved with Literacy Month. One Satur  day evening the PTO
sponsored a book and magazine swap on the r oof of the library. Par ents, teachers and friends of
AISB traded r eading material and book r  ecommendations while enjoying good food and good
company. Thank you to Omar Saibou and Lara Prihodko for their ef forts in this event.

One Friday evening students r etur ned to school, with a par ent or two, and enjoyed a pizza dinner
and many literacy activities during Family Literacy Night. Families enjoyed book making, listening

to books fr om guest r eaders, cr eating puppets and puppet shows, bookmark making, using the
listening center and mor e, thanks to the huge ef forts of Joanna Cichon and Mariel Hanna.

As summer vacation nears we hope your motivation to r ead and to write continues. Thank you to
all of the teachers and par ents for such a successful month!



