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AISB Explores Modified Block Schedule for Secondary... 
and More for 2010-11

From the Director

Dear AISB Community, 

AISB is exploring a possible 
modified block schedule for the 
Secondary School in addition to 
other possible schedules ad-

justments for the 2010-11 school year.

The Secondary School schedule currently mirrors 
the Elementary School’s; seven, 50 minute peri-
ods a day.  The main reason that both the ele-
mentary school and secondary school have the 
same traditional schedule is because of the num-
ber of specials/elective teachers that are shared 
across PK to grade 12.  With the steady growth 
our school has experienced over the last few 
years, for example, we now need more than a 
single PE teacher or Technology teacher school 
wide.  This gives us more flexibility in how we or-
ganize the instructional day for our students.

Although the Elementary School has a seven pe-
riod day, five of those periods are spent with the 
same teacher.  In the Secondary School students 
move from class to class seven times in one day.  
Research on scheduling for the upper grades has 
shown that longer class periods are usually more 
beneficial for older students.  Faculty, parent, and 
secondary student surveys have also suggested 
secondary schedule concerns.

Therefore, we are exploring a modified block 
schedule; a rotating five period day for secondary 
students with each period being approximately 70 
minutes in length.  Instead of seven classes, sec-
ondary students would follow eight classes in a 
week.  The eighth class would likely be a study 
hall or elective in the high school.  In the middle 
school the eighth class could be another special 
exploratory class such as Spanish.  There is al-
ways a concern about a loss of instructional time, 
however, fewer daily transitions does reduce the 
amount of time lost at the beginning and end of 

each class.  Longer classes also allows for more 
in-depth study.  This schedule would still be within 
recommended amounts of instructional time for 
specific subjects.

With the above schedule and our upcoming Mid-
dle States Association Re-Accreditation Self-Study 
we are also looking at having one day per week 
where students leave campus about an hour ear-
lier.  This would give regularly scheduled time 
needed for re-accreditation work, professional de-
velopment, and other collaborative activities for 
faculty.  The opportunity for regular scheduled 
teacher work time meshes well with a modified 
block schedule and can be coupled with our cur-
rent Elementary School schedule.

We are looking at ways to better serve AISB’s 
students in the long-term as we continue to grow.  
You are welcome to send your comments to me 
or our Secondary Principal, Randy Neen.  Thank 
you for your interest in making AISB better.

 Sincerely,

 David G. Henry,

 Director
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AISBAISB

Dr SeussÕ Birthday Celebration

 Tuesday March 2 at 8am,

Multi-Purpose Room



Recent Board News

The AISB Board of Trustees met on February 25 

for their regular board meeting.  The board 

planned for its May training session and the up-

coming annual Director evaluation and Board 

self-evaluation.  Rick Caswell was selected as 

the new  Vice-Chair of the School Board.  Addi-

tional highlights of the last  regular meeting are 

as follows:

Update: Move to Sotuba Campus Ð 
When?
The Board discussed the likely timeline for the up-
coming move to the new campus and the need to 
communicate this to the school community.  The 
construction is moving along rapidly, however, due 
to the slow paperwork progress of the umbrella 
finance package (U.S. government sponsored 
funding with OPIC) it is unlikely we will be on the 
new campus to start the school year.  It is more 
likely the move will take place over the December 
Winter Break, closer to or in 2011.

Changes to Policy Section 8 Approved
The school board reviewed for the 2nd time the 
proposed policy changes to Board Policy Section 8 
(educational program section) submitted by the 
policy committee.  Changes included an updated 
curriculum review cycle tied in with AISA’s (Asso-
ciation for International Schools in Africa) curricu-
lum review cycle and professional development 
plan.  The other major change included the addi-
tion of a community service requirement for high 
school students graduating from AISB.  All pro-
posed changes were approved unanimously.

Board Trainer/Workshop Facilitator Ap -
proved
For at least the past four years the AISB School 
Board has annually undergone ‘Roles and Respon-
sibilities’ preparation in addition to organization 
goals strategic planning.  The School Board ap-
proved Tom Shearer, President of AISA and Super-
intendent of AIS-Lagos as the board trainer/
workshop facilitator.  The workshop traditionally 
takes place after the board elections in May.

AISB School Board Elections in May
There will be a few open seats on the AISB School 
Board this coming school year.  Applications to run 
for a school board position will go out in April.  
Please consider serving your community

Next Regular Board Meeting,  March 23
The next regular board meeting will be held on 
March 23, at 7pm in the school library.   All regular 
board meetings are open to association members.

Upcoming Events

 March     Literacy Month

 Mar. 2     Dr. Seuss’ Birthday Celebration, 
      8am, MPR

 Mar. 4     Prophet’s Baptism Holiday 

 Mar. 12     AISB’s 4th Annual Spelling Bee, 
      7:40am, MPR.

 Mar. 13     PTO’s International Festival

 Mar. 15-19     Francophone Week

 Mar. 18     Book Swap

 Mar. 19     Francophone Week 

       Presentation, 1:30pm, MPR

 Mar. 30     Theater Production, ‘Taming of  
      the Shrew’, 7pm MPR

 Apr. 1     Favorite Book Character  
      Parade, 7:45am

 Apr. 1     End of 3rd Quarter, 

       Early Dismissal

 Apr. 2-11     Spring Break, No School

 Apr. 12     School Resumes, 

       4th Quarter Begins

 Apr. 16     Parent Teacher Conferences,  
      No Classes

 Little Red Hen ,  by Deborah Chiodi

 On February 12th, 16 anxious first graders 
greeted family members into their classroom to 
watch a musical of the Little Red Hen that they 
were performing.  They had been practicing for 
weeks for this performance, which included solo, 
small group, and choir singing.
 The musical told the story of the Little Red 
Hen who requested help from her friends to plant, 
harvest, and mill wheat to turn it into bread.  The 
friends did not want to help until it came time to 
eat the loaf of bread!  The musical concluded with 
the whole class singing a song about the impor-
tance of sharing.
 Even though the children were nervous 
about doing such a large-scale performance in 
front of so many family members, they did a fan-
tastic job!  Everyone remembered their lines and 
sang with great gusto!  The first graders are a tal-

ented group of singers!  None of this would have 

been possible without  the dedication and hard 
work of their music teacher, Angela Reich.  
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 Siby Newsletter ,  by Jennifer Provost

 For the past few weekends, members of the Student  Council have been traveling to Siby.  We 
have started our projects with the public school that we chose to raise funds for.  With the money 
raised during the Valentine’s day dinner and the 24h fast (which were both successes, thanks to 
you), we have so far invested in two projects so far. 

 When we traveled to Siby several weeks ago, 
the directors presented us with their priorities, nota-
bly the need to build three cement poles to support 
the solar panels which were donated t them by a 
French NGO in February.  We did so, and right  now, 
the solar panels are being installed.  The week after, 
we approached the 
problem of the well.  
A year ago, a well 
was built in the 
middle of the yard.  
Unfortunately, the 
overflow of the us-
age of the well cre-
ates puddles of 

stagnant water, favourable to the multiplication of mosquitos, and 
inviting street animals to come drink.  Now, underground pipes di-
rect the water to the open sewer off the school property, and the 
yard is perfectly dry. 
 The next priorities are black boards, benches and chairs, and 
anything that will help the state of the overcrowded classrooms. 
 The Student Council thanks you sincerely for your help and 
participation, and so does the Siby school. 

Grade 1 on Stage . AWESOME! ,  by Angela Reich

Right  after the holiday concert 1st grade started to get ready 
for another highlight, the musical “The Little Red Hen”.  With 
lots of enthusiasm they practiced all eleven songs, memo-
rized the lyrics, accompanied them with percussion instru-
ments, and acted them out terrifically on stage.  In addition 
to all of the musical aspects, the kids learned about seasonal 
changes, plant growth, and what sharing and friendship all 
about.  We had so much fun that we shared our musical not 

once, but three times 
in the second week of 
February! 
 Special thanks 
to, Mrs. Chiodi, for the 
extra time she gave us to put our musical together in her 
classroom.  Thank you: to the parents, for taking the time to 
come and watch your child’s performance, and finally thanks 
to ELC and the elementary school for being such a wonderful 
audience.

All in all - well done, Grade 1!!!
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 March is Elementary Literacy Month ,  by Rachel Strozeski

This year we are celebrating our literacy during the month of March.  Each week we have themes 
and each classroom has the option of choosing which activities that they would like to do, but there 
are a few activities that all students will do.

Week #1 Ð Celebrate Authors and Illustrators Week Ð March 1 - 5
• Dr. Seuss’s Birthday – The official kick off assembly for Literacy Month Tuesday, March 2 at 8 am 

in the multipurpose room.
• “Reading Explorer Challenge” – Each child grade 1 – 5 will receive an Explore the World Reading 

Passport.  This year we are challenging the students to read widely and to try and read from as 
many as 10 different genres.

• Researching authors and illustrators and writing to authors and illustrators may occur in your 
child’s classroom.

• “Open Mic” Wednesday at lunch.
• Guest Readers in the classrooms.  Check with your child’s teacher about coming in to read!
• We will begin to collect gently used books for the Book Swap in two weeks.

Week #2 Ð Great Readers and Writers Week Ð March 8 - 12
• 4th Annual AISB Spelling Bee – Friday, March 12 from 7:40-9:00 in MPR – 2 competitions K-2 and 

3-5.  Please join us!
• Poetry, reading and persuasive letter writing may occur in your child’s classroom.
• “Open Mic” Wednesday at lunch.
• Guest Readers in the classrooms.  Check with your child’s teacher about coming in to read!
• Keep bringing in books for the Book Swap next week.

Week #3 Ð Celebrate Being Literate Week & Francophone Week Ð March 15 - 19
• Book Swap – Bring in your gently used books and swap for “new” ones on Thursday, March 18.
• Story writing, book promotion and reading responses may occur in your child’s classroom.
• “Open Mic” Wednesday at lunch.
• Francophone Week Assembly – Friday, March 19 at 1:30 pm in the multipurpose room.
• Guest Readers in the classrooms.  Check with your child’s teacher about coming in to read!

Week #4 Ð Reading Challenge Week- March 22 - 26
• “Poetry Slam” at the Monday Morning Assembly starting at 7:30.  Join us!
• Students may set personal and attainable reading goals for the week or for a longer time frame.
• “Open Mic” Wednesday at lunch.
• Pajama Day/D.E.A.R. (Drop Everything and Read) Day on Friday, March 26.  Wear your slippers 

and pajamas and bring your teddy bear to do some comfy reading today.  Parents – sign up to 
read in the Continuous Reading Chair.  We will have someone always reading quietly in the Con-
tinuous Reading Chair from 7:15 – 2:15.

Week #5 Ð Final Week- March 29 Ð April 1
• Final Days for “Reading Explorer Challenge”
• “Open Mic” Wednesday at lunch.
• Favorite Book Character Parade – Thursday, April 1 at 7:45.  Dress as one of your favorite charac-

ters.  Carry the book as you wear the costume.  We will end the parade in the multipurpose 
room.  Join us!

It will be a busy, yet fun month.  Please join us by being a guest reader and by attending our special 
events like the Spelling Bee, the Continuous Reading Chair, the Poetry Slam, and the favorite Book 
Character Parade.  Happy reading, writing, listening and speaking this month!  
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Early Learning Center Celebrates Milestone ,  by Lynn Robinson

On the first day of school we started counting, and 
promised the students a party when we reached 
100 days.  We used popsicle sticks to show our pro-
gress, bundling them into sets of ten as we pro-
gressed.  Anticipation grew as the number of bun-
dles increased and the popsicle sticks in our con-
tainer obviously decreased. Finally, on February 
15th, we celebrated our 100th Day.  

This is a very traditional activity for early elementary 
school students. It is a fabulous way for young stu-
dents to be introduced to the Base 10 system. It is 
a visual, hands-on learning tool, it is repetitive, and 

it creates ex-
citement.  It 
also gives the 
kids an incen-
tive to learn to 
count 100 by 
1 ’ s , 5 ’ s a nd 
10’s, as they 
are frequently 
reminded that 
they need to be 
able to do so if 
they want to 
have the party.

On the big day itself we began by having a 100 
Heart Hunt on the playground. Once the numbered 
hearts were all found the Kinders put the hearts in 
order and everyone gathered to count to 100.  
Throughout the day we made designs with 100 
shapes, put together 100 piece puzzles, decorated a 
100 Day banner,  made 
pretzels shaped into the 
number 100, wore our 
100 Day Crowns with 
100 stickers on them, 
and tried to balance our 
100 glasses on our 
noses.  

We had a lot of fun and 
reinforced 100 days of 
learning. Now we are 
continuing to add to our 
popsicle stick collection. 
Our goal this time is to 
reach 174 days…and to 
celebrate that milestone 
with a good long holi-
day.  Keep counting!
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